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The annual fair takes over Maastricht once again, as

dealers offer Old Masters and contemporary works alike JEWELRY

CHESTNUT BROOCH A
Munich-based jewelers Hemmerle
create fanciful jewelry often modeled
after food or foliage. Here, a chestnut
brooch in diamonds, obsidian, gold,
silver and bronze for around €50,000.

SWAN PENDANT «

This gold and enamel swan pendant
encrusted with rubies, diamonds and
pearls from 1900 is being sold by
Brussels-based dealer Francis Janssens
van der Maelen as part of a collection
of 13 Art Deco pieces for €1.9 million.

EVERY MARCH, ART-WORLD INSIDERS accustomed to the frenetic party feel of Frieze London and Art Basel
Miami Beach descend on the small Dutch city of Maastricht for The European Fine Art Fair. Even the orga-
nizers admit that getting to Tefaf, which opens today and runs through March 23, can be a test of motiva-
tion. Unless they travel by private jet, visitors arriving from Amsterdam or Brussels can expect at least two
train changes. Dining venues are scarce. Yet with more than 35,000 works on offer—strictly vetted by 175
experts—and 70,000 visitors, it is Europe’s largest fair by number of works and boasts the world’s highest
attendance for a fair not solely focused on contemporary art. Since its 1975 launch as a meeting point for
0ld Master specialists, Tefaf has expanded to include design, jewelry, modern art and works on paper while
remaining the one fair where high-priced Old Masters continue to sell well. “Tefaf is the kind of fair where
people can see the value in a Rembrandt only slightly bigger than a post-

age stamp,” says Manhattan-based dealer David Tunick, who is sell-

ing a 6.5-centimeter by 6.1-centimeter Rembrandt self-portrait IR ... ....coooooonomnenaemrnnannnsra st L R S SRR S S :
circa 1629 for €162,000. Here, our highlights from Tefaf’s top :
five sections. —Mary M. Lane
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TORTOISE FLASK «

Every year, Tefaf visitors drink around
15,000 flutes of champagne, but if
hard liquor's more your thing, this gold
and tortoiseshell flask with screw-on
head, circa 1620, is on offer for
€120,000 from Munich’s Kunstkammer
Georg Laue.

BRASS TABLEY

Brussels-based dealer Yves Macaux is
presenting this gleaming brass and
marble table by Belgian Art Nouveau
designer Gustave Serrurier-Bovy for
€75,000.




